In 1989 the world saw the first glimpses of communism falling apart when the Berlin Wall fell.  Two years later, on Christmas Day of 1991 the Kremlin in Moscow lowered the communistic flag, symbolizing the end of the cold war between America and the Soviet Union.  A “war” that had spanned more than four decades was now over, leaving America as the lone superpower in the world.  A period of time dubbed Pax Americana, or America at Peace, was now being enjoyed.  During this time a political think-tank was formed whose goal saw America enjoying having lone superpower status, and continue Pax Americana for the new 21st century.

The Project for the New American Century (PNAC) was formed in 1997 and is based in Washington DC.  In 1997 many conservative groups believed that President Clinton’s foreign policy stance was “incoherent,” and that the conservatives currently in key positions in the government were not going far enough to advance the strategic vision of America’s role in the new Pax Americana world.  The PNAC was born out of the visions prominent conservative politicians held as key for the continuation of the status quo. 
PNAC is an advocate group for American global leadership.  Their four primary goals are listed: 
• The need to increase defense spending significantly if we are to carry out our global 
responsibilities today and modernize our armed forces for the future 
• The need to strengthen our ties to democratic allies and to challenge regimes hostile to our interests and values;

• The need to promote the cause of political and economic freedom abroad;

• The need to accept responsibility for America's unique role in preserving and extending an international order friendly to our security, our prosperity, and our principles. 

An original PNAC member, William Kristol, believes that the advancements made by the Reagan administration towards American politics should be held as a blueprint of how future American President’s should govern.  Kristol is currently the editor of the conservative and very popular Weekly Standard magazine.  He believed that the groups thinking stemmed from the Reagan principals: “A strong America. A morally grounded foreign policy ... that defended American security and American interests. And understanding that American leadership was key to not only world stability, but any hope for spreading democracy and freedom around the world.”
In 1998 the members drafted a letter to President Clinton calling for increased military presence and ridding the planet of the Iraqi dictator, Saddam Hussein.  The letter called for unilateral US involvement in the Middle East because “we can no longer depend on our partners in the Gulf War coalition” to enforce the inspections regime.  “The only acceptable strategy is one that eliminates the possibility that Iraq will be able to use or threaten to use weapons of mass destruction. In the near term, this means a willingness to undertake military action as diplomacy is clearly failing. In the long term, it means removing Saddam Hussein and his regime from power,” which foreshadowed the current US operation in Iraq.  Of the original 18 signatories of this letter, 10 are now involved in the Bush presidency, further reinforcing the notion that this president’s foreign policy was drafted before he even took office.  
Unlike Kristol, the original members of PNAC now sit comfortably in offices affiliated with the presidency.  The founding members included; Dick Cheney, the then CEO of Halliburton Oil Company and current Vice-President.  Donald Rumsfeld, a figure left from the Reagan administration and current US Secretary of Defense.  Richard Perle, another figure head left over from the Reagan years and a man who just recently stepped down from his position on an advisory board to the pentagon, and Paul Wolfowitz, he has been called the “ideological father” of PNAC and he currently serves a post as a deputy in the Pentagon.  Other members include; Jeb Bush, the presidents brother and governor of Florida.  I. Lewis Libby, A former defense department aide who served under Cheney, who currently serves as Vice President of Dick Cheney’s staff. Zalmay Khalilzad, an Afghanistan born American whom served as an assistant to Wolfowitz during the first Bush’s presidency and currently the US special envoy to Afghanistan, and many more conservative ideological powers.
In September 2000 the group produced a document that many now consider the founding principals of the group.  The 90-page document known as Rebuilding Americas Defenses outlines four core goals of America’s Defenses.

1. Homeland Defense - During the nuclear age, Mutually Assured Destruction was the main deterrent to any attack on the United States soil.  While reconfiguring its own nuclear arsenal, today, the United States must counteract the effects of the proliferation of ballistic missiles.

2. Large Wars - The United States must retain sufficient forces to be able to rapidly deploy and win two major theater wars and be able to respond to unanticipated contingencies in regions where it does not maintain forward-based forces.  This resembles the “Two war” standard that the United States has had over the last decade.  However, the standard needs to be updated to account for new realities.  

3. Constabulary Duties - The Pentagon must retain forces to preserve the current peace in ways that fall short of conducting major theater campaigns.  A decade’s experience and the policies of two administrations have shown that the military forces must be expanded to meet the needs of the new, long-term NATO mission in the Balkans, the continuing no-fly-zone and other missions in South East Asia, and other presence missions in East Asia.  These duties are today’s most frequent missions, requiring forces configured for combat but capable of long-term, independent constabulary operations.

4. Transform US Armed Forces - The Pentagon must begin to exploit the so called “revolution in military affairs,” sparked by an introduction of advanced technologies into military systems; this must be regarded as a separate and critical mission worthy of a share of force structure and defense budget.

After the horrible events of September 11th, 2001, America felt defenseless.  President Bush used this as a reason to jump-start the plans laid out by PNAC.  The group had said that military spending should account for 3.8% of the fiscal budget, a change from the normal 3.0%.  Sure enough, the 2002 federal fiscal budget calls for an increase in military spending from 3.0% to 3.8%.

“Before 9/11, this group ... could not win over the president to this extravagant image of what foreign policy required,” said Ian Lustick, a Middle East expert at the University of Pennsylvania. “After 9/11, it was able to benefit from the gigantic eruption of political capital, combined with the supply of military preponderance in the hands of the president. And this small group, therefore, was able to gain direct contact and even control, now, of the White House.”
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